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In accordance with the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, the Georgetown 
Township Planning Commission has prepared this annual report for the calendar year ending on 
December 31, 2020 for submission to the Township Board. This report covers 2020 operations 
of the Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, and the Building & Zoning Department. 
 
 

2020 PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

 
 

SCHEDULE & ATTENDANCE 
 
The Planning Commission met 10 times during the 2020 calendar year with the following 
attendance. Gary Veldink, Board Trustee, joined the Planning Commission in December. 
 

 
 

APPLICATIONS SUMMARY 
 
The following table summarizes the various approvals granted by the Planning Commission and 
the Building & Zoning Department during the past six years. Site plan proposals of permitted 
uses listed under each zoning district are administratively approved by the Zoning Administrator. 

Member Expiration of Term

 Tim Smit, Chair 12/31/2021

 Josiah Samy, Vice-Chair 12/31/2023

 Donna Ferguson, Secretary 12/31/2022

 Tom Healy 12/31/2021

 Jeannine Bolhouse 12/31/2022

 Jessica Ulberg 12/31/2023

 Rich VanderKlok Board Rep. (Jan - Nov)

 Gary Veldink Board Rep. (Dec - Present)

Member 1/15 2/19 3/4 6/3 7/1 8/19 9/2 10/7 11/18 12/2

 Tim Smit P P P P P P P P P

 Josiah Samy P P P P P P P P P

 Donna Ferguson P P P P P P P P P

 Tom Healy P P P P P P P P P P

 Jeannine Bolhouse P P P P P P P P P P

 Jessica Ulberg P P P P P P P P P P

 Rich VanderKlok P P P P P P P P N/A

New Member

 Gary Veldink N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A P
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The chart below illustrates this information for 2020 and the previous 5 years. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ACTIVITY 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

 Special Use Permits 8 2 5 8 5 1

 Planned Unit Developments (Any Phase) 1 7 9 3 3 5

 Preliminary Plats* 9 2 7 7 3 3

 Ordinance Amendments 7 6 5 19 6 4

 Site Plans** 10 18 14 17 19 17

Total Approvals 35 35 40 54 36 30

  ** Includes revised plans and minor changes.

Approvals

  * The Planning Commission only reviews preliminary plats.
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2020 ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

 
 

SCHEDULE & ATTENDANCE 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals met one time, on December 9, 2020, to act on two variance 
applications, both of which were approved. The following table shows the attendance at that 
meeting. 
 

 
 

VARIANCES 
 
VAR2001 was approved for the homeowner of 9796 Bend Dr. (P.P. # 70-10-32-400-020) to 
locate an accessory building in the front yard, a variance from Section 3.4(A) which states that 
accessory buildings and uses shall not be erected in any front yard or required side yard and 
from Section 3.4(F) which states in residential districts, a detached accessory building shall be 
located in the rear yard or non-required side yard of the lot. 
 
VAR2002 was approved for the homeowner of 8949 Cedarlake Dr. (P.P. # 70-14-03-300-059) to 
have a 700 sf accessory building, a variance from Section 3.4(E)(2) which states that the 
maximum floor area of all accessory buildings, excluding attached garages, which are 
accessory to primary residential uses, shall be 600 square feet in a Low Density Residential 
(LDR) district; to have an accessory building with a mean height of 16 feet, a variance of two 
feet from Section 3.4(G) which states that the maximum mean height of 14 feet is allowed in the 
LDR district; and to have an attached 143 sf covered patio/gazebo on the accessory building, a 
variance from Section 3.4(N) which states that one freestanding gazebo of 144 sf or less may 
be permitted in addition to accessory buildings permitted in subsections 3.4(E), (I), and (K). 
 

Member Expiration of Term

 Tom Healy, Chair Planning Commission Rep.

 Kelly Kuiper, Vice-Chair 12/31/2022

 Kendall Grable, Secretary 12/31/2023

 Brock Nanninga 12/31/2022

 Michael Bosch Board Rep.

 Trevor Petroelje, Alternate 12/31/2023

Member 12/9

 Tom Healy P

 Kelly Kuiper P

 Kendall Grable P

 Brock Nanninga

 Michael Bosch P

 Trevor Petroelje
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2020 BUILDING & ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 

 
 
Despite the pandemic, the Building & Zoning Department remained busy throughout the year 
reviewing and processing site plans, land splits, property line adjustments, complaints, zoning 
compliances, permits, and much more, as well as assisting with all the elections. 
 

CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 
The Code Enforcement Officer worked diligently to resolve a variety of complaints submitted to 
the Township by the public. The following table is a monthly breakdown of code enforcement 
complaints in 2020. 
 

 
 
 
The chart on the next page illustrates the annual number of complaints each of the last six 
years. 
 

 Zoning Administrator Mannette Minier

 Public Services Administrator Sean Homyen

 Code Enforcement Officer Rich Nawrocki

New Staff

 Zoning Administrator Victor Vuong (Sep - Present)

Building & Zoning Department

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Totals

 Accessory Structures 1 2 1 4

 Animals 1 2 2 1 1 5 1 1 14

 Building Violations 1 1 1 4 7

 Dismantled Vehicles 1 1 2

 Fences 1 1 1 3

 Fire Department 1 1

 General Ordinance 7 2 1 2 1 1 14

 Landscaping 1 1 1 3

 Miscellaneous 11 4 4 10 13 19 27 13 19 10 13 143

 Outdoor Storage 1 1 1 1 1 2 3 2 12

 Parking Violations 1 1 2

 Property Maintenance 1 3 3 1 2 10

 Road Right-of-Way 1 14 2 1 2 20

 Rubbish 2 2 5 1 4 2 1 1 1 19

 Sidewalk 1 21 3 2 1 1 29

 Sign Violations 1 1 2 2 6

 Unlicensed Vehicles 2 1 1 1 1 2 2 10

 Weeds 1 8 1 8 2 2 1 23

Totals 26 31 16 1 30 29 26 61 31 30 18 23 322
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BUILDING PERMITS 
 
Georgetown Township contracts with Professional Code Inspections (PCI) for building permit 
and inspection services. During the 2020 calendar year, 660 building permits were issued for a 
total construction value of $108,806,880. 
 

LAND SPLITS & PROPERTY LINE ADJUSTMENTS 
 

The Land Division Act, Public Act 288 of 1967, states that a municipality shall approve or 
disapprove a proposed division within 45 days after the filing of a complete application for the 
proposed division with the assessor or other municipally designated official. The Building & 
Zoning Department is designated to complete this review. In 2020, 15 property line adjustment 
applications, 12 land split applications, and 1 application that included both a property line 
adjustment and land split were approved. 
 

RECOGNITION 
 

We would like to recognize, congratulate, and thank Mannette for her many years of dedicated 
service to Georgetown Township as she has decided to retire from full-time work and ease into 
retirement with a part-time schedule. In case you didn’t know, she has been with the Township 
since 1993! She wore many hats over the years as she took on countless additional duties on 
top of her role as Zoning Administrator. Congratulations on your retirement, Mannette! 
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WHAT’S NEW IN COMMERCIAL? 
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2020 RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS 
 
 

¶ Revised Preliminary Plan & Final Development Plan of Waterford Place – February 10 
 

¶ Final Development Plan of Gleneagle PUD - Driving Range (West Phase 2) – July 1 
 

¶ Final Preliminary Plat of Teton Farm – July 13 
 

¶ Final Plat of Alward Estates West No. 4 – July 13 
 

¶ Final Plat of Two Oaks – September 14 
 

¶ Final Development Plan of Sheldon Crossing Phase 2 – October 7 
 

¶ Final Plat of Cedar Lake Estates No. 14 – October 12 
 

¶ Maple Leaf Condominiums – November 17 
 

¶ Preliminary Plat of Alward Estates West No. 5 – November 30 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The Waterford Place PUD (Phase 3), the first approval of 2020, 
made great progress during the year. 
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2021 PLANNING COMMISSION GOALS 
 
 

¶ Review and update the Georgetown Township Master Plan. 
 

o The Planning Commission will update the Master Plan and Future Land Use Map 
to reflect all the changes that have occurred in Georgetown Township within the 
last five years, as well as garner input from the Township Board and Zoning Board 
of Appeals to incorporate new goals and policies for the Township. 

 

¶ Continue to review the Zoning Ordinance and make recommendations to the Township 
Board for amendments. 

 
o Without amendments, the existing language of any Zoning Ordinance is not 

capable of covering every issue or development proposal that surfaces as our 
society continues to evolve. It has been a couple of years (2018) since a fair 
number of amendments were made to the Georgetown Township Zoning 
Ordinance (shown in the chart on page 4). The Zoning Ordinance will be reviewed 
and appropriate amendments will be proposed. 

 

 


